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Background 
When a death occurs in California, state law requires that the death be registered with the local 
registrar within eight days before a decedent is buried or cremated. The certificate of death is a 
legal document that serves as a permanent record of the death of an individual. The persons 
charged with this responsibility are the fW1eral director, a physician in attendance, a coroner or 
other authorized personnel. To complete the certificate of death, the funeral director collects 
identifying and demographic information about the decedent from family members and 
medical records. The decedent's physician last in attendance completes the medical and health 
section of the death certificate, including the cause of death. In all cases where suicide or 
homicide is suspected or where there was an accident or injury, it is the coroner's duty to 
investigate the death. 

The local registrar files the document with the State Registrar of Vital Records. State records are 
aggregated by the National Center for Health Statistics to create an annual national mortality 
database. There is a delay about two years before the annual national mortality database is 
available for use. 

Data Sources 
The California Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics was the source for the 
data present in the Death Statistical Master File 2005. This Master File presents data for Tulare 
County residents as well as all deaths that occurred in Tulare. For the purpose of this report the 
analyses, were limited to those deaths which occurred to Tulare COW1ty residents. The 
analyses, interpretations, or conclusions reached in this report are those of the author and not 
those of the California Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics. 

The population estimates used in constructing age-adjusted and age-specific rates were 
obtained from the US. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census. Although more current population 
estimates are available from the California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, 
the US. Bureau of Census were used since these data offer population estimates of smaller 
communities within Tulare COW1ty. For the sake of consistency and comparability of these 
rates within the same year, the U.s. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census estimates are used 
throughout. As a result of the choice in population denominator and small differences in 
counts, these 2005 Tulare County age-adjusted mortality rates differ from those published by in 
the publications by the California Department of Public Health (CDPH). Any differences 
between the Tulare County rates and those published in the 2007 County Health Status Profiles 
or other CDPH documents are small and do not affect the conclusions made from our analysis. 

Healthy People 2010 are a comprehensive set of national disease prevention and health 
promotion objectives. Designed to identify the most significant and preventable threats to 
health, these objectives have been used to establish national goals for the reduction of these 
threats. Healthy People 2010 have two important goals (1) Increase quality of life and life 
expectancy and (2) Eliminate health disparities among different segments for the US. 
population. To reach these goals, Healthy People 2010 have 467 health improvement objectives in 
28 focus areas. Healthy People 2010 objectives are relevant for planning, health promotion, 
disease prevention, and they have also been used in performance measurement activities 
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